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fetinfors Platt and Depew must have
& poor epinien of Senntor SBpooner.

e

t politician in Steathroy, Ount., was

on by a fast trotter. That was

Ono treulde with an Insanity plea s
It caw’t always be rtopped at a
lent place.

Mr. Hapslmaan saye everyhody hates
f successtid man, Not if he keeps lis
foot off everybody's neck.

As for the Ul:ivn(o nml Mum it wan
pot “the enly wway™ for Mr. Harrimnng
It was anly one of his ways,

It Mr, Rockefeiler had given his un-
divided attentlon to the accumuiation
of money, however, he might enslly
have been a vich man.

“Ia it wise to let sleeping ancestors
Ne? asks a Philadelphin poaper. The
trouble T= the wide-awake descendants
do all the Iying nowadays.

There will be gome real trouble in
this country If two of the panics pre-
dicted by our great rallroad men ever
come togsther In a lwad-on mlllnlrm

Alm!rh'um nre nnld to br- the most
profane people In the world, but the
man or weman who makes that asser-
tion should .he compelled to swear to It
Edgar Bnllm thhrlﬁn everything on
this earth will be properly ndjusted by
the year 5800. That's about the time
Elijah Dowle Is due back here, Iso't
1t

Mrs, Sage's $10,000,000 gift to society
14 to be handled systematically. A great
disappointment to persons who hoped it
wonld be a case of go early and avold
rush, s

Persia has only one raliroad, and It
but ten miles long. 1f Persin wishes
secure the sarvices of an able rall-
promoter we are willing to lend
arriman for an Indefinite period,

lm preacher says he 1s “go
to get the devil down and out of
Bible” Phe members of the Down
and Out @ab may as well prepare to
recelve anotber distinguished member.
- e ——
Somebody recently pald $2,000 for
orlginal manuscript of a poem by
Burns, 1t came a little too late,
‘however, to enable Bobby's publsbers
to make blia ene of the six best sellers,
p————————————
A Colorado weather prophet who had
a bilzzard committed suleide
sunshine eame instead. The
‘government would have trouble in the
m sureau ail the time if this
of thing m to hwcme epldemie,

Austrian mlllmy oﬂlmr has wilt-

damu to
might be ex-
we may as well
the Austrians thought
able to whip us with-
on any of her reserve forces,

|t|noq:bam that mnkes the
ue and the moon yellow, If
nmd to an clevation of Afty
the earth’'s surface we
that the moon Is & brilliant
the sky would be biack,
~ with the stars shining as brightly in
! as at night. Furthermore,
pu:nnque feature of the
should take notice that
rs fdre red, others blue,
L others vialat, and stll] others green
’ Of course all of the stars (if
of our own sysiem)
and the hues they
thelr temperature,
a natlonal song as an
of patriotism |s generally
A, and the time will come that
md oue o answer nll the re-
i\ CHEN Whlt more fitting monu-
m any Amerienn cowposer than
- & song that would serve such n splendid
; ¥ Who can sit In an English
lﬂﬂ-u and not be stivred when, os
the stralos of “God Suve the King"
- float out from the orchestra, every man,
. woman and obild rises In sileat trib-
‘wte? Or who can witness the demon
#Stration which “Hell dir  Im Sleger-
. Eenas” creates In n gathering of Gep-
 mang without a thrill? Men bave gone
down to welcome death with the words
- of “La Marsellldlse” on thelr lps. Dy
_all means honor ibe wemory of Francls
m Key, but let us hail with joy the
ﬁunt of some genlus who will glve us
better natlonal song than “"I'he Star-

w Blnmr N

L.

Tt r now golng the rounds thul
m pure and simple. For in-
pee, &8 Washington story says that
I&ﬂmln‘ o give E30,000000 for
purpose of lfting the Chinese In
own country to the plave of civ.
on of the Amerlecu people. A
‘York story says that he Is soon
for educationnl and
_purposes In that eity, An-
from somewhere says that
]. to will $250,000,000 for education-
m ete.  These stories are to
i 1 considerably, If they ure
m at all, In the first place,

| himself recently placed
at 00,000,000, It these

t all away, That is not at all
n Jn the second place, when
Roel ' gives away money he
thetmwhnm lie
be can trust.  His ac
n China is very limited. In
¢ Jolin D. Rockefeller In
for a mowent to caly
00000 will do vers

A-rl

r'!'!n cents will not do very much aplift-

ing., Fioally, If John D). Rockefeller
wills money for educatioonl purposes,
lio will have the care and dispensation
of it pretty definitely determined before
hile death. RBo far as s known, no one
hng been approached on the suliject
That Mr. Rockefellor many have srme
plaps In hix mind s barely poasible.
Stories like the above, however, are cir-
cilated without nuthority, and un-
doubteilly have very little hasis In fact,
Mr. Rockefeller has given away a large
sum of money alrendy, and It might be
Just like him to conclude that he has
glven uaway l-nnugh

In the n.nxhn- nr a modern British
sativist nppears the eplgram, “Thoues
who can, do; those who cunnot, teach.”
For "teach” might be substituted, In Jus-
thee fo the professional teacher, the
words “eritivise,” “censure,” “object”
and “obstruct.”  President Roosevelt
developed this Iden In n recent address
to Harvard studenta  He made plain
reference to doctrinalre persons who
meet In parlors, discuss conditlons with
no other evident purpose than to deter
mine that conditions are bad, snd who
present to the men entrusted with pub
lie nffalrs no single workable lden. Ro
few plans are drawn with entire per
fection, s few men are completely and
continnously  competent, that almost
any one of mediocre intelligence can
find the fanits In grenter sehemes than
the fanit-finder could hegin to conceive
or carry out, enn point to the flaws In
ueeful publie servants beslde whom the
eritle Is o pygmy. The kind of critie
that  the Pregident objects to Is the
hubitunlly  destractive kind.  Nelthor
the President nor any other man of
actlon obijects to the sort of oritieism
whileh presents 0 constructive 1den, con-
colved In an honest desire mnke
things betier. Ruch eriticism s belpful,
But when sminll groups of persons who
warmly agree with each other issne
manifestoes and resolutions which ean-
not gulde the most open-minded man
In u single act, they are unserviceable,
and offensive to those who are trying
to do the work of the world. SRince
Plate and Aristotle every eritic of poll-
ties and art who has galned lasting
authority has offered constructive ad-
vice, plans for dolug things rather than
strletures upon other smen’s plana, Lin-
coln. one of the most violently and per-
sigtently criticised of men, knew this
simple test. He used frequently to meot
unfair erities by asking them to come
right to Washington and see what they
could do. 1t is a test the eritic shoald
b willlng to nbide,

SOME I.ONG-LNED mrmxoxn
Maslenl Composers and Men of Let-
fern Reach a Sound 0ld Age,
The Psalmigt's “tliree score yenrs
and ten" are mot the average man's
life, but are nnmed as the nvernge
Iimit of those who arrlved at 4 normal
ol age. ‘The avernge life of men in
varions occupntions appenrs in the np-

pended table;

to

Yea Yonars.
Rural laba, .. .45, I!lmu- masons, 38,10

UCnrpentors .. . 45.28 Plumbers L8018
Dompstics ... 4208Mill operatives.38.00
Bakers ..., . 4192BIncksmiths . .37.00
Waonvers ... 41.92Hricklnyors ..31' T0
Bhoemakers .. 4087 Printers ..., 3000
Tuilors ......8040Clerks .......34.00
Hatters ......8891Av. population.30.88
The figures just given cover most
clagses of non-professional work, Mu.
sieal composers, however, are sald to
live longer than persons engaged in oth-
et occupations, In proof of which this
eminent lst has been prepared :

Anber vens oo IB8GQluck ...... seeatl
Monsingy .......88Pecini e ;|
Compra ..o BGrotry ...,.....72
Cherubinl . ......82Meyeroer ..,....70
Ramean ........818, Bach ........65
Haydn ....ie...TT8alevy .........08
Spontina .. .....TTBoildlen ........50
Rossinl .........T6Beethoven ssn s OT
Salierl .....c...TODalnyrue .......50
Handel ...o0ooo . TALU L.000nonin B4
Palslello .... ....Tiilel:ml ssusiies Db
Lostien® ....0...T

With thils ns o basls, the nverage ngo
of the musieal composer would be about
71 years—upproximately the biblleal ul
lownnes,

Whaut Words Can Do,

“Any one who swenrs,” declared tle
bishop of Carlisle, “munifests the beg
gurliness of his vocabulary.” The Con-
cord Patriot puts It In this fashion:

“People swear because they do not
know the possibilities of plain Bng
lish or have not the skill to manipulate
It #o0 that It will yield the amount of
fire they want. You ean do almost
anything with common words. No
matter how tame and lifeless they
looking standing In stupld rows as If
they, didn’t know enough to come In
when It ralned, they cnn be made to
dance llke bmps, to frolle like falrles
to flont ungelwise on light wings, to
glow lke fire spirits.  They onn do
things thut make the ordinnry bits of
profunity look lke feehle searcrows
stifoned up with o fence stuke. The
cure for profanity —reformers and edu
cutors please moke o note—Is metely
wit enough to handle your words so
that swearlng will seem lke baby talk
li comparison,™

When Blondin Was Afeala,

One of Blondin's favorite jokes was
fo offer 1o carry some distingulshed
spectutor nevoss the rope with him on
hils back, Everybody maturally refusesd,
aml the great equilibrist, wiith a gen-
lal smille, would say, “l am MIPPY you
are nfrald 1 should drop yon.” But be
was holst once with his own porand,

He was exhiblting In Parls wnd was
about to eross the Selue on his PO,
Chaw, the great earleaturlet, had come
to make o sketel.  Blondin, recoguis.
Ing him, at onee lnvited him to Cluss
with ll.

“With plessure,”
ol one condition,”

“Aund that Is"

replied Clum, “but

querisd Blondin,

“That 1 shall carfy you ou y
bek,” nmswered Chowm,
“Not If 1 know myself,” answered

Blondin,

ALY triomphontly exclalmed Cham,
“this time, M. Blondin, It Is you whe
uré afrald!”

Heaveu muy be the fountaln bead st
praise, but it will do ne harm to let out
alk oteasionn! cheer durlug your sejoury -

ten cents aplece. | on earth
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The two nost populnr English books
In Rusela at the present day, necerdlng

to the Dally Mall,
dise Lost™ and “*The Adventures
Sherlock Holmes"

Interesting data guthered by the Pub-
Hahers' Clreulnr show that durlng the
Inst year seven new works of fotlon
have on an average appenred every
weekdny and two new editions. There
has been o decrease In blography, his-
tory, belleslettros, theology, books on
art, sclence, travel and In poetical and
dramatic works, Fletlon (s the Hternry
food demnnded by the publle and Oction

are Milton's “Para-
of

+

In all forms Is belng abundantly sup
plied,

An amusing commentary on Plerre

Lotl's lnnguishing romance “Les Desen
chantees” 18 presented by o reviewer
In Putnam's Monthly. It appears that
Lotl as 0 matter of fact had a number
of interviews with three young Turkish
women In a Constantinople harem,
thongh bis acquuintance was carrled on
without any of the mystory or adven-
ture so elaborated In the novel, aotl
discussed his projected “Les Dosenchan-
fees” with these young lndies, but thelr
sentlments prove to be searcely as dell-
cate as he might wish, They regarl
themselves as renl colluborators, and
because M. Lotl has not forwarded
them a share of the royalties there has
been talk of g lnwsult,

The new suhseription edition of the
works of George BEllot has arousad
fresh luterest ln the personality of the
womnn  whose first fetivn appeared
when she was nearly 40 yeirs of age.

Dickeus wrote to ler pralsing her
“truth, delicacy nand pathos,” and
knowing her only from the “George

Ellot” on the title page he declared
that “if these moving fictlons origin.
fted with no womnn I believe that no
man ever before had the art of mak-
Ing himself mentally o like a womnn
slnce the world began.” Froude wrote
1o her, “I do not know whether 1 am
nddressing a young man or an old,”
but in his delight and admiration he
urged “George Ellot” to come and ac-
cept his hospltallty,

In writing of James Whitcomb Riley
in the Books News Monthly Hewlitt
Hanson Ilowlqml says: “As a mnker
and teller of stories Mr. Riley is Incom-
purable. He was born with the gift.
Never too many, never too long, always
sulted to the moment and fitted to the
soene, his story-ponctuated conversa-
tion I8 ever a dellght, His method of
Intreduction 1s original and artistle.
There are never any ‘that reminds
me' or ‘yon remember’ beginnings, but
with a full appreciation of the value
of n good opening sentence he will say
‘When Bony Meak® (that's a typleal

Itiley uvame) ‘was first assistant post- |

master at ldaville he used to tell,' ete.
Bony gets the credit, you see, and Rlley
a benrtier laugh for having given it to
Dim."

Mrsa, George MeCracken, under the
psendonymn L. A. M. Prlestley, In *The
Love Btorles of Some Famous Wom-
en,” has selected eight women of strong
character and told how and with what
effect they have fallen In love, Ellza-
beth Barrett Browning and Isabel,
Lady Burton, are quoted as women of
strong personallty, who wedded men of
equal or greater enliber and found hap-
piness In warringe. George Ellot, In
her Irregular alllunce with George Hen-
ry Lewes found domestle bliss mnrred
by socinl disapproval, Mre Siddons
overshadowed her husband, Mme., Ro-
lund mareied g great man, to fod him
to be emotionally ber antithesis; Chuar-
lotte Broute, after amunzing the world
with Jane Eyre, married a country
curate of blameless lfe, who, the au-
thor claims, disapproved of her literary
habits,

This Fox a Ronl Mounser,

The following account of the effects
of environment comes from a landowner
In Silesia, and should prove loteresting
to all lovers of the anlmal world,

One of the keepers enme on a litter
of young loxes, each about the size of
n hnlf-grown cat. There were eleven
of them and ten were quickly disposed
of In the neighborhood. The eleventh,
however, was dellcate. He seemed to
have had a blow deross the loing In
bubyhiood aud was but a sickly little
fellow. s conditlon awakened sym
puthy in the bouschold and be was
tiken In and nursed aod petted toto
robust henlth,

But caro and gentle treatipent are
now showing thely effect not only on
youug reynnrd's physique. but on his
general behavior and the view he tukes

of things. Before all otliors he loves
his kKhd master and milstress.  Next to
them he estooms the howse dog  In
fuct, shonld a “pack™ now come geross
his way foxy wounld probably show de
Hght and an lonelination te take each
on for o game.  Brushed and combeed,

It Is his pride to shoaw in the
deawlog room when requested or to ae-
cvmpnny his dear Indy on her wall

A few weeks ngo he was nlseed,
It was found that he had o pay
his devolrs alone at a bouse where he
hiad been petted, getting wo  farther,
however, than the front door, where he
stood lmpertunately scratehing. Nor Is
It =il “tnke” on his part and oo re-
turn.  He bhns become o very espert
TOURCT, By day, however, lLe loves
best to reclive before the kitehes fre
ob a litle old pag e recogulzes as Lis
very own.—Pall Mall Gazetie,

e

and
gunipe

Clock Owned by Johin Wesley,
A vlock ovve owned by Jolin Wesloy

and presented by bl to the  Joln
Btrect aethodlst Churel, In New Yark
City, s still dolng good service ln the
chureh at 44 John & rest

A farwmer oceasionally becommes ox-
clted over Laxes, sl polltical corrup
tion, but he Is wnever thwroughly
wrought v p until be Los a borse sto-
len.,

What Trm_h;umc of tho ofd-fusblon

od boy wio formed the habit of biting

| Ais flnger nalls?

MAYOR AND CIRCUS AGENT.

Minsinsippl Town Tarns Ont
Show and Hieryone Satiafied,
“Talktug about the South reminds

me of the Mayor of o little town down

in Mississippl, One day several years
ago | dropped In to see this particnlar

Mayor, I wanted (o got some Informa-

tlon about the town amd the erop con-

ditlon and, lucldentally, | asked him
the amount of the loenge,

*‘Colonel,’ I sulid—we nlways eall a
Mississippl Mayor ‘colonel’ —‘how much
do yon all charge for n show ¥

“His Honor looked up In a quizzieal
sort of way,

“‘What kind of n show, sah?

O 1 said 'a kKind of a sort of ring
ghow —horses anid lndy riders and tum-
blers nnd a few clowns and such,'

“IAh—susplelonsgly—‘yon mean a
circus?

“Yeu, #lr;
enll it”

*“‘How many rings yon all got?

“1 didn’t Hike thiz persistent quesiion-
Ing and 1 began to see visions of a $200
or $300 licenwse, but I answered :

“ Three.'

“'Humph! Any menagerie?

“*My estimate went up another hunp-

1 belleve that's what folks

dred, but T sald
O, yes, a fow spuirrels and mon-
keyg and  lons  and clephsots and

giralTes and things’

“Ancther ‘humph
ralsed the ante,

“*Any sldeshows?
Muyor,

"Yeprow! | stammered; 1 was men
tally wondering how loug It would take
to wire the show and get authority to
change the town. The old man’s volee
broke Iu on my reverie,

“Hum—hum -clreus, eh®
saying, ‘and menagerie, eh?  And side
show, e¢h? Well, I'll tell yon, captaln
{you see e wnsn't to be outdone In
courtesy when [t came to titles), 1'1
tell you. I could tax you all $25, but
1 reckon 1 can let you off for $10 and a
few complimentaries, Fact s, sab, I'm
very partial to circuses—very partial,
sah—think 'em n great benefit to the
town, sab; and If, sal, you nll think |
am Inclined to be too severe in the mat-
ter of the Heense just say the word and
I shall be most happy to eliminate the
financial conslderntion nltogether, sah.'

“The drop was so sudden I could
searcely stummer my thanks: but the
show took the town and the busines:
was enormous.”—New York Tribune.

aml once more 1

persisted the

be was

A False Alarm of Fire.

It was on board the Northern Light,
says Captaln Osbon In “A Sallor of
Fortune,” that a [fnlse alarm of fire
was sounded and disaster prevented
only by prompt action. A passenger
looking down through the boiler hnteh
saw the red-painted boller frouts, and
seeing the fame-llke color amid a
cloud of steam, shouted “Fire!” Im-
mediately the whole vessel was in an
upronr and a dangerous panle was Im-
minent. I was one of the under-oM-
COTa,

The climax came when the guarter-
master gaw a minister of the gospel on
the rall trying to lower the bow of one
of the ship's boats, I ran to him and
ordered him to come down on deck.
The minlster pald no attention, and 1
selzed his coat tall to drag him down
by foree,

Perbnps It was an old cout, for the
seams parted, and a second Inter I had
the ministerial cont tail lo my hands.
He came down then. He was angry,
and was llkewlse a spectacle to look

upon,
He started to eall an  Indignation
meeting, but most of the pussengers

hind recovered from their fright by this
thue, and were inclined to be merry at
the reverend gentleman’s expense,

e went raging to the eaptain, who
summoned me to appear, [ came, still
carrying the coat tall in my hand

“Mr, Oshon,” he sald, “what are your
orders In ewse of a false alarm of
flre?”

“My orders,” 1 sald, “are to stop It
by any means necessary, I may knock
a man down, throttle him, or split him
wide open.”

The captain turped to the lrate min-
Ister,

*“I'hose are Mr, Osbon's orilers,” he
salll. “You are fortunate that it wus
only your cont that was split open,”

The danger from the false alarm of
fire on shipboard Is second only to the
real thiug, und s always a peril to be
met promptly,

w urlh, Selon.
The shilftlesstiess of Eben Carter was
n byword In Willowby. Llis wife's meth-
ids of getting through Hfe with as it
tle troulde and work as possible were
in strict accord with his own, and the
chlldren were destinsd to follow ¢lose-

Iy In thoe footstops of thely parents,
"Pisn't any duner o use for BEb
to go o school,” sald Mr. Carter, dis

cussing his son amd namesake with ¢l
teacher of “Nuwmber
“Hes dull, that boy

Thirea" one day.

I8, as dull as a

boe-—dulier thnn some hoes™
“But If you sent him regularly to
gchool——" Iwgan the teacher; but Mr.

Carter 1Med bis band In a gesture of
denlal,

Twouldn’t be uny
he gald, in o hopeless tone.  “As "tg, |
keep him out, dolng odd jobs round
the bhouse so's when he goes to school
off an’ on it'l seem Hke a privilege an'

wanner o' use,”

opportunity to him, an' be'll be spur
redd on to unklog the most of It, But
it don't work right with Eb. He gets

bad murks evory thme he goes,

*That's the way with my children—
straln every uerve o gel e a chance
at education now an' them, and they
don't appreciste It any more than If
they bad it right along.™

Halls 142 Pounds (o the Yard,

The ralls on the Belt Line voad In

Philadelphiln are the heaviest in the
world, They welgh 142 pounds to the
yard ard are seveuteen pounds heay-
ler thon any ralls ever used before,
They «re ballusted ln  concrete anpd
nine<dneh  girders were ussl to bind
them.

Of the Eavth Earihly.
My wile Is not an angel,
Yot she wears a golden crvown:
Bhe got it from s dentist—
And | ||! ullul $Il! tdawn,

It 18 & rare

about bis age.

\\lao \\lll uot lle

The

“awakening of Chinn” s to b,
fArst of al)l, an awakening from
oplum Induesd stupor which the
try hns trying to off at
intervals for more than o een It
wis in 1805 that the Fuperor Kin Kine
ordered  that the severest
should be lpfiicted on !l who smoked.
ate, eoltivated or |I-.nh In oplup,. A
short thue agoy defiaite news cane from
Pekin that the Chinese government hind
decided not only to
traflic and habit, absolutely,
next twenty yenrs, but had made pablie
the menns by swhich the mueleueedsd
reform Is to be brought abount, regoard
lers of the tonancial bardens the refor-
mntion wny entall,

What was not possible 100 yenrs ago,
or evon sixty years aecount of

(R LI E

HCG ) T hrow

preais it los

abollsly the oplam
within the

A0, O

the natlonal mpd Internalional morals
of the periods, probobly every govern
ment, in the world wonld gladly see
reulized toadny,

The most promising feature of the
enmpaign agalnst the oplum habit is

the attitude of the press of Chinh, and
of the better eloments There
does not seew to shigle protest
against the philanthropie e of
the government, A benlthiul tone s
noticed  in Influential guarters,
For some tlme persous In Ching have
been speaking with contempt of the
governmwent officinls addicted to the use
of the drug. The best object lesson
shown to Chinn ‘or years Is the for-
elgn-drilled army, from  which the
opium habit bas been eradicnted,

It is with the govermment officials
themselves that the Chlnese govern-
ment will start, Al worshipful ofli-
elals, princes, dukes, viceroys and Tar-
tar generals  have been orderad to
pledge thelr word to the imperinl gov
ernment that they are willlng to abane
don the use of the Jdrag, directly or n-
directly, within a stipatated thme,

Oplum users aged more than 60 years
to be treated fenjently, ns it 15 recog-
nized by the government that the habit
18 a prop for many of thom, that it
would be equivalent to rulning their
lives If the prop were snntehod away.
Old officlals will be allowed to try the
“tapering off' system of reforn.

If the younger men npe
the babit that they will be unable to
do thelr work during the rennlssanee
ern, they will be allowed to substitute
others for their dutles tewmpotarily.

Shops deallng In opivm and oplum
dens must close their doors finally with-
in glx months. Confirmed opinm fiends
must be given thelr medicinal preserip-
tlong gratuitously, so that there will
be no finanecial returns for dealers.  All
persons, government officers or not,
utider tliree-score, must decrease their
consumption of oplum

penerally,
Iws 0

sl

most

=0 prone to

20 per cent ev-

to be decrensed 10 per oent every vear,
and, of course, no new land I8 to be
cultivated in the poppy plant.  Viela-
tlon of the*rules as to acreage wili
be tuken by the government as cause
for confiscation of the fields, The
amounnt ralsed and consumed is to be
registered : only registered persons are
to be allowed to obtain the drug, and
no person must begin the habit,
Altogether there are eleven
tlons of the most _stringent k. It
has been sald that, Inoa way, they are
the most important ever Issued for the
control of the Internnl life of the eimn-
pire. The edict is alrendy in foree, The
country Is stirving in s sleep,
Flgures show with only too
plaluness the magnituade of the
which Chinn has undertaken.
ghing, for lostance, a
with a populstion about
that of Cambridge, consum
about £1,000 worth of opium,

reguly-

much
tnsk
Kow-
city
as
o5 every day

I'he

Chinese

ns  large

uv

crage wnges of o laborsr are from O
to 10 cents a day Every wan, wolnan
and child in the old walled town spemds
n ocent o day on opinm, I ls all equiva-
lent to a lnborer earning $2 a Jday
spending more than Bty conts n duy

The wenlthy Tamilies many dis
tricts spend more proportionately than
the poor. It Is pelated that o bhoy in g
rieh family g allowed n dollar o das
for the deug. The milllonaires lhinve
tholr splendid oplum parlors, aid  the
women and cblldren neguire the Babil,
The product of the poppy plant is the

great leveler of Chipn,
Legend of the Poppy lanit.

The 1'1![!1!] plant hing bevir Ltown to

man from time hmmeworial, 1t did pot
make s appearance in the flora o
China untll about the aighth centary of
the Christian era. But the beglining
of the Nfteenth century, opivin began
to be introduced In considerable quan
titles, and the Chinese goverument
couraged liome production. By the mid
dle of the seveuteenth contury the use
of the drug waus wldespread.

The origln of oplum has heen told o
& pleturesque manner by the Beagalis
Thelr legend says thint in the foaroff
times there lived on the bauks of th

Ganges a sage who had g wmouse for o
companion. The sage tutight the wouse
to talk, Frightenod oue day a out,
the mouse asked o be changel Into n
cat. The sage complied. A dog worrled
the cat, 5o the sage made the eat n
dog. The dog bhecame successively an
ape, n bear, an elephant, and fnally o
beautiful maiden, pamed "Postomand”
or “Poppyseed Indy,” A k foll In
ove with the glrl When sbe told i,
after an ardent woolng, that she w
princegs, he marvied bher, One doy she
fell Into o well amd was drowned. The
king was disconsolate until he was in-

hiy

.
g

L |

formsd by the suge that the girl had

the |

| an upe;

1
|

ety year, beginning immediately, No
poppy I8 to be cultivated after ten
years,

The acreage now under eultivation is |

- #I
o b

tecelved him, and was not o princess,

Lt merely o vlgen touse,

“Let her body remnln o the well”
he advised. “Flll up the well with
earth.  Out of her tesh will grow n
troe. which shall be ealled for her,
Tu=o,” the poppy tree. From thit tree
will « come a drog. oplum.  which
shall be smoked and enten till the end
of  time. The oplum swallower or
smoker will have one quality of each
of the animnls to which Postomnnl was
tritbsformed, e will he mischilevons,
Hke n mouse; fond of milk, ke a oot
or quarrelsome, Jike o dog: fithy, ke
Itke n benr; amd high
Hke a gueen.,” AL the attrl-
have  bevn by some
ipiam nsers. nnd some of themm by all

FRISCO'S FERRY CLOCK
AJAIN TELLS THE TIME.

BTN,
tempoered,
i\

1ntes s seasid

THE FEERRY CLOCK TOWER.

Saun Franciseo's great ferry clock
tower, which was so badly shaken by
the earthguoke that it had to be re-
bullt, hus now been restored and the
clock again tells the time. 'This clock
tower I8 the one typleal landmark In
San Francisco. By dany It can be seen
by the thousands of pedestrians In Mar-
ket street, and by night 1t tells the time
to the sallors on the bay.

HIS SKIN LIEE AN ARMOR.

Herr Schwariz One of the Many Gen-
ulnne Frealis of Naitnre,

When she 12 in a freakish mood na
ture seems 1o revel in making human
beings who are a constant mystery to
thelr fellow creatures, Such a man is
Herr Schwarz, the “armor-plated man,”
whoe Is sach o puzzle to the doctors of
Furopse,

Herr Schwarz has for some years
been undergoing an ossification of the
whole of his body and is rapldly de-
veloping Into the bardness and immo-
bility of a statue. 1Iis banek has now
become rigid, the muscles standing out
hard and immovable ; In fact, he scems
to be eaveloped in a kind of armor
plating, ecousistiug of surfuce bone as
bird as stone. He s no longer able
to move his jaws and is compelled to
take food In a Jiquid form through a
tube, some of his teeth having been
removed for the purpose.  And yet this
osseous man enjovs excellent health
and not long was married to n
charming young Berlln womnn,

A curlous contrnst to this Indourated
man 1s Herr Stahl,
brittle
ot
ply

broken

ago

whose bones are so
that he can scarcely move with-
fructuring one of them By =lm-
stepping off a pavement he has
0 leg more than onee; n hearty
handshake bas rokea his arm and a
slap ou the back not long ago Inld him
up for weeks with a fractured shoul-
Herr Stahl has numbersd only 24
yet he conuts two feactures for
ry year he has lived ; In et

dor,
Yeurs,
ove ns lie

—ludlaoapolis Sun.

thﬁauul: suve, tha only aafe place

for him ls a glass case”

Captain Vetrio, an Ameriean, s ®
“freak” of another order, for he oam
make a hearty meal off polsons which
would provide work for quite n large
number of undertakers If others v ere
to partake of It  Not long ago In
Berlin he sat down to a dinner which
consisted of a plate of verdigrls, a
liheral portion of ultramarine and =&
“tompote” of sulpbur and borax, fol-
lowed by o dessert of wulte suiphur.
These edibles were washerd down by @
bottle of patent rat killer, made of
powdered glass, arsenle and atrophine
This medl he devoured with evident en-
joyment, to the amazement of the gove
ornment officlals and doctors who looks
ed on.

William 1. Muack Is perhaps the only
man living who can defy the law of
gravitation. Although he welghs but
125 ponnds, a dozen strong men can
ot ralse him an inch from the ground
and an entire foothall team has falled
to push him off the edge of a plat
form.,

DO WOLVEE‘ EAT MEN?P

Most of the Yarns to That Effect Dew
clared to He Fakes.

A skeptical person, calling himselt
St Crolx, hag been trying to fod out
whether wolves nnd bears are mallgned
by the populur stories of their man-
enting woyvs,

First he tried running down the sto-
ries told In newspaper dispatches. Foll-
wl In this effort. he turned to the Ine
dinns,  They konew the gray wolf, hav-
ing wintered and snmmered with him.
Had they ever known of an Indian be-
ing killed by oue? N-no; but Mingan
was vory crafty and very much to be
dreaded,

Qulte so, but once for all, had he
ever to thelr knowledge killed a man?
No, but they had heard— So it
went ) nlways the same Intangible, on-
vonfirmed rumor and the same absence
of proof.

“Now for a few facts as to the woll,"™
writes St. Crolx In Recreation. “He
ean go elght days without food and
can then eat forty pounds of ment at
a sitting, so the Indians say. This s
pretty fulr for an animal welghing but
cighty pounds. Yet we do not know the
length of the sitting.

“T'he woll will not venture on glare
ice, he never crosses a lake until there
i3 enough snow to hide the Ice. To wet-
ting his feet he 1s as averse as the do-
mestic eat. He will pot kill his game
in the shelter of the forest, always
driving it into some open place for the
kill.

“When chasing a deer he goes at a
lelsurely lope, sitting down at inter-
vals to give the most dolorous and
blood curdling howls. This drives the
poor vietim into a wild gallop and soon
exhapsts It and as the wolf never tires
he Is sure sooner or later to eatch up
with the quarry.

“In winter the deer often makes for
some wilidl rapld into which it plunges,
knowing that the wolf will not fol-
low, Too often the deer drowns, but
better such a death than one by the
fangs,

“In summer a couple of wolves will
secure all the deer they necd by very

simple tactics. Ilnving put up the
quarry, one wolf drives It by easy
stages to some little lake—I speak

now of the Laureatian country—and
on reaching the shore the deer plunges
unhesitatingly In, for Its instinct tells
It the enemy will not dare to follow.
“So on It swims, while the pursner

sits on his haunches and howls dis-
mally, no doubt because he sees his
dinner escaping. At length the tired

deer drags liself wenrily from the wa-
ter, and shakes the drops from its coat
on the sun warmed strand. Then the
companion wolf, which has waylald its
coming, springs at Its throat and when
the first wolf jolus they have a gorge
that makes them Independent of fate
for a whole week.”

Arithmetleal

History.

A tencher was lustructing a class of
young puplls In history, says a writer
in the Philadelphia Bulletin. She ask-
ed one of them how muny wars Hog-
land fought with Spain.

“8ix,"” the little girl answered,

“Slx,"” repeated the teacher,
merate them, please,”

“One, two, three, four, five, slx,”
the little glrl,
dently.

“Euu-

sald
cheerfully and conf.

Surmonnting an
the
Is no rhyme for
“iet out ! he re
matter with this:
“A note ls made for thirty dnys,
And sométinies the indorser pays?"
“What's that got to do with it?
“Why,
month.™

Ohnuu-lf.
*Do yvou know,”™
“"there

poet was nsked,
‘monthy "
spomded. “"What's the

you chomp, thirty doays s s

Philadelphia Ledger,

The man who lakes himself serionsly

OPENING OF THE MARBLE SEASON,

usunlly marries a woman who doesm't.
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